which counterbalanced Ron's sometimes more mercurial approach. There was a tale told in Liverpool of Ron and Pat appearing in 'The Stag's Head', which was round the corner from the Department of Geology (but, sadly, since demolished), just after 5.00 p.m., opening time. One found a table, pulled out an A4 pad of paper and started to write; the other bought two pints of bitter. As they supped the first taste of bitter, the writer passed the pad on to the bringer of sustenance, who carried on the writing. Backward and forward the pad of paper went, more (and more) pints were bought (and consumed), and by closing time Ron and Pat had the first handwritten draft of a joint research paper.
Ron told another tale of those same times. The major Pickerill and Brenchley (1979) examination of the paleoecology of the Caradoc of the Berwyn Hills received a critical review, by a referee who did not recognize their abilities as systematists, noting that they were neither a Whittington nor a Cooper. It was Pat who calmed the pugnacious Ron down when he wanted to ask the editor who the referee was referring to -was it Dick Whittington, the legendary Lord Mayor of London, and the boxer Henry Cooper?!
Ron at University of New Brunswick (UNB)
Ron came to the UNB in 1974, as successively Instructor (1974 Instructor ( -1975 , Lecturer (1975 Lecturer ( -1977 , Assistant Professor (1977 Professor ( -1981 , Associate Professor (1981 -1985 and Professor (1985 Professor ( -2015 . During his time at UNB, he supervised thirteen graduate students (four PhD and nine MSc) to completion. Ron also supervised five BSc (honours) theses. Most of these students produced theses on the sedimentary geology and ichnology of formations in eastern Canada or the northeastern USA. Notably, Ron's first graduate student, the late Denis Fillion, received the 1985 award of the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists for the best thesis in Canadian sedimentary geology. Fillion's thesis was the basis of a monograph on the ichnology of the Cambro-Ordovician Bell Island and Wabana groups of eastern Newfoundland ) that remains a standard reference for ichnotaxonomists. Two of the authors of this obituary, D.G.K. and R.B.M., had the opportunity to carry out their PhD and BSc research, respectively, under Ron's supervision. As a thesis supervisor, Ron was generous with his time, ideas and advice on achieving clarity in one's writing. He did expect students to show initiative, and he could be blunt in his assessments of poor ideas or of good ideas poorly expressed. However, we both found Ron to be an encouraging advisor and a generous mentor who was willing to send off as many letters of reference as a job-hunting young scientist might need written.
In the classroom, Ron's lectures were exceptionally well-organized and clearly delivered. One of us, R.B.M., was drawn into majoring in geology on the strength of Ron's first-year geology lectures and into paleontology by Ron's second-year lectures on that subject. In each case, circumstances had thrust Ron into teaching the courses at the last minute, and yet he managed to communicate clearly and engagingly the value and interest of his subject matter. In upperyear lecture courses, Ron could predictably be found chain smoking at the front of the classroom as he delivered his lectures from rather yellowed, but also regularly revised notes. Students in his third and fourth year courses would be offered the option of writing their final exam at the end of term or during the study break immediately before finals. Ron's rationale was that this gave the students more control over the scheduling of their exam and left them with one less final to worry about during the official examination week.
Ron often taught field school. For example, he cotaught the field school for second-year students together with M.K.G. Ron's field skills were excellent, and he was always keen to see students making correct measurements and sound observations. 'Get your loupe [hand lens] out!' Ron was an engaged field instructor. He would prowl up and down the outcrop encouraging or challenging students to identify fossils, ichnofossils and sedimentary structures. Ron never tired of finding a new trace fossil in the field, and his enthusiasm over a well-preserved specimen was never undiminished. The students loved that, knowing if they found something 'cool', Ron was going to be impressed and encouraging. Field schools were a special time for Ron. He loved being outside, and he really did enjoy social time with the students at 'camp'.
It should not be overlooked what a helpful colleague Ron was. Although some were wary of his occasional gruffness, that could be a bit of a veneer. Ron absolutely welcomed colleagues into his office if they were there for one of two reasons, to discuss trace fossils and interesting sedimentary rocks or to talk about footie. One thing was certain, if Ron decided you were 'okay', you had a fiercely loyal friend for life. He was particularly engaged with young faculty and more than happy to show them the ropes, such as how to approach promotion at the university.
In addition to teaching and student supervision, Ron also served UNB in various administrative roles, both departmental and university wide. Notably, this included stints coordinating the graduate and undergraduate programs in the Department of Geology, two terms on the university Senate, and a year as acting Chair of the Department of Geology. He did confess that he undertook the latter role in part in hopes of inoculating himself against ever being asked to be Chair on a more permanent basis.
Ron and his research
Ron would sometimes say of geology, 'It's a good game'. Ron played the game in three main areas (see Appendix): the Ordovician of the Berwyn Hills, North Wales (see above); the Paleozoic (mainly Lower Paleozoic) of eastern Canada and contiguous areas; and the Cenozoic of the Antilles, particularly Jamaica and Carriacou.
When Ron arrived in Fredericton in 1974, he faced the question of where to focus his research. His PhD had dealt with both macrofossils and trace fossils, and he quickly discovered that eastern Canada offered excellent opportunities for research in the then relatively novel field of ichnology. His first publication in the field was a short paper on the use of ichnology in benthic paleoecology , published in the local journal Maritime Sediments, a publication that soon would loom large in Ron's professional life.
Ron's early ichnological research in eastern Canada dealt mainly with strata in the province of Quebec, and particularly the region around Quebec City, an area that Ron would revisit regularly during his career, often working with W.H. Forbes or the late T.L. Harland. Over the course of his career, Ron would contribute to the ichnology of each of Canada's Atlantic Provinces except Prince Edward Island, as well as the state of Maine. In so doing, he would cover essentially the entire Paleozoic, parts of the Mesozoic and even a few dashes into the Recent. Although much of his work was ichnotaxonomic, it nearly always was presented in ways that advance the understanding of the paleoecology or biostratigraphy of the units being studied, and Ron generally drew broader conclusions from these local studies. This breadth of interests also showed itself in Ron's willingness to venture outside the field of ichnology.
One early, non-ichnological field of research was the geological evolution of northeastern Newfoundland, particularly the Carmanville area. This research was funded by the Geological Survey of Canada (GSC) and saw Ron as the project expert for sedimentation and stratigraphy, augmenting the more 'hard-rock' expertise of the GSC's Ken Currie and Ron's new UNB colleague, George Pajari. These three would later turn their attention to the geology around Saint John, New Brunswick, leading to important revisions to the Cambrian lithostratigraphy of the region (Tanoli and Pickerill 1987 , 1989 .
In view of Ron's strong focus on the ichnology and geology of Atlantic Canada, it was most appropriate that he was the 1996 recipient of the Gesner Medal. This award, given annually by the Atlantic Geoscience Society, is intended to honor researchers who have promoted the advancement of any field of earth science in the Atlantic and who in the process has made contributions that have had an impact beyond the immediate Atlantic Region.
During the early part of his career, Ron did not confine his research entirely to eastern North America; at various times, he produced or supervised contributions on the ichnology of formations in Greenland, Alaska and Spain. However, none of these more far-flung research areas would dominate his research to any degree. The Antilles were a different matter.
The Antillean region was a poorly known and almost completely ignored backwater for students of ichnology when Ron initiated the field of research. Reviews of the results of the ichnological research by Ron and colleagues in Jamaica has been presented elsewhere Donovan 2015) . Ron first came to Jamaica in 1990, twice (Fig. 2) , which led to three research papers, a happy start to a new project. The first Jamaican trace fossils research team, led by Ron, included S.K.D. and the late Hal Dixon (both University of the West Indies (UWI)), but several others soon became involved. Initially, the main focus was on the Paleogene flysch of the Richmond Formation, but soon progressed to the Neogene of the Coastal Group (Fig. 3) . After S.K.D. left UWI, Donovan Blissett (UNB) studied the trace fossils of the mid-Cenozoic White Limestone Group under Ron's supervision.
The Pickerill et al. research group did extend their researches to one other island, Carriacou in the Grenadines chain, Lesser Antilles. This followed the discovery of the first deep-water Zoophycos burrow from the region (Donovan and Harper 1999) , which led to a general study of the Grand Bay Formationsedimentology, paleontology, ichnology and geochemistry. The suite of autochthonous burrows and trails are indicative of the deeper water depositional environment, supplemented by bored clasts derived from shallower water. These and other data disproved interpretations of the Grand Bay Formation as a beach deposit.
In all of Ron's ichnological research, a recurring theme was the importance of careful ichnotaxonomy. Ron was one of the stalwarts who helped ichnology move beyond the chaos born out of the discipline's confused origins, the taxonomic carelessness of some of its practitioners and the haphazard handling of the discipline by the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. His book chapter on 'Nomenclature and taxonomy of invertebrate trace fossils' remains an excellent summary of the procedures of ichnotaxonomy, informed by what then was two decades of Ron's careful work.
Ron as a journal editor
Reviewing and editing scientific manuscripts is an art form and is based on effective balancing of correct spelling and grammar, being able to judge the scientific components, being familiar with the literature, and the judicial use of balancing one's own view with the conclusions of the author and how the manuscript is written. A well-edited manuscript is one in which spelling errors, grammatical errors and typos have been corrected; changes and suggestions have been made to help improve clarity, flow, structure and readability; revisions are tracked so that you can see and review all the changes that have been made; formatting of citations and references follows your target journal's guidelines; comments point out problems and suggestions about how to solve them; and a short summary of the work that has been done and any major concerns. This may be the most difficult aspect of the job and the one at which most editors fail. Rather, they tend to try and change the authors writing style to read more like their own.
Ron's first experience as an editor came in 1981, when he and George Pajari took over the editing of the struggling local journal, Maritime Sediments. Originally founded to publish informal reports on sedimentology research in eastern Canada, the journal had nearly run its course as the 1980s began. Ron and George made two crucial changes. First, they explicitly broadened the scope of the journal to include all aspects of earth science on both sides of the North Atlantic, a change reflected in the journal's new name, Maritime Sediments and Atlantic Geology. Second, they moved the journal into the world of formal peer review. Ron would continue to co-edit the journal until 2008, including another change in name, to Atlantic Geology, in 1989. Under that name, the journal continues to this day as the vigorous flagship publication of the Atlantic Geoscience Society. When Ron was awarded the Atlantic Geoscience Society's Distinguished Service Award in 2005, his editorial contributions must have loomed large.
In 1990, Robert Frey and George Pemberton cofounded and co-edited Ichnos -the first journal devoted to organism-sediment relationships. The journal ran successfully until 1992 when Bob was diagnosed with cancer and passed away very quickly. George was faced with the dilemma of choosing a new co-editor and pronto. Only one name came to mind -Ron Pickerill. George had known Ron since 1976 and had often sent his own manuscripts to him for informal review. George was always inspired by Ron's reviews -they were insightful and always strengthened the manuscript. Bob and George had chosen Ron to be one of the first Associate Editors of Ichnos. George knew the right man to call on when the journal faced a crisis. Ron took over as Co-Editor of Ichnos in 1992. Ron and George had a great working relationship until 2009 when Ron asked to be relieved of duties and Murray Gingras took over as Co-Editor. Ron came in at just the right time and was able to manage the transition of the journal from one to another set of co-editors under very trying circumstances.
We believe that the measure of one's value to a discipline can be evaluated by the regard in which one is held by their peers in the scientific community at large. Over 40 editors of international journals and the program directors of research-granting agencies have sought Ron's services as a critical reviewer. As well as his pioneer work on Ichnos, and his considerable talents as an Editor of Maritime Sediments and Atlantic Geology and, later, Atlantic Geology, he was also an Associate Editor and North American Regional Editor of Geological Journal, and Editor of Geological Association of Canada Special Publications.
In his spare time …
Most of all, Ron adored his time with his three sons and four granddaughters. But he also continued his love for playing football, well into his fifties. He was a founding member of the Fredericton Galleons, which for years was the top team in the Province, and later the Fredericton 'Old Boys' that now comprises ten teams. Ron was always the stalwart 'center-half'. Although of slight build, he handled the best that came at him and captained the team with skill and intelligence, directing play with his best Stoke City accent. He also had a distinct pattern of sideline behavior. At the half time break, he was never without his cigarette and, if circumstances permitted, a beer. Then he would go out to play for the second 45 minutes! Ron also had a knack for the video games Pac-Man and Mr Doo, enjoyed his daily crossword puzzle, and would rarely miss an episode of 'Coronation Street'.
By now you will have realized that we have lost a colleague of the first water, not afraid of hard work, and expecting as much from his students and coworkers. We celebrated Ron and his contributions in a session organized by D.G.K. at the Geological Association of Canada -Mineralogical Association of Canada (GAC-MAC) annual joint meeting in Fredericton in May 2014 (Fig. 4) . Acquaintances were renewed, hands were shaken and some beers were consumed. Ron was Ron. May the soil rest lightly on your bones, old friend. Pickerill, R. K., and P. J. Brenchley. 1979 Appendix: Principal publications of Ron K. Pickerill
